ART History Formal Analysis Paper


This assignment asks you to use your powers of observation, visual analysis skills and knowledge of historical time periods and cultures to propose an informed interpretation of the work of art 
Name/title of work: Ambulance Call 
Artist: Jacob Lawrence  
Date: 1948
Size: 24 x 20 in. (61 x 50.8 cm)

Material: Painting, Tempera on board

Location:  Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art, Bentonville, Arkansas

You will begin by describing the work in minute detail, paying attention to the following formal elements:
1. line
2. shape
3. texture
4. depth/perspective
5. lighting
6. naturalism
7. Etc.

As you observe and write your ekphrasis (detailed description of your object), you will come to notice elements in your work which you did not notice upon a more general look. 

Next, use the tool of formal analysis questions to further observe, question and describe your work. 
1. Medium: What is the medium of this work?
2. Size & Scale:  How large is this work?  Where might it have been intended to be hung?
3. Subject Matter:  What is the subject matter of this work?  Does it tell a story?  Can it be classified as a genre, or type, of painting such as still-life or landscape?  What does it depict?  Would you need prior knowledge about a certain subject to understand the subject matter?
4. Color Scheme:  What colors has the artist chosen to use?  What is the effect of those colors?  Are they naturalistic?  If they are not, why did the artist chose to use these colors?  What might have been the motivation behind this choice?
5. Paint handing:  How is the paint applied to the surface of the canvas? Can individual brush strokes be seen?  If so, how does texture contribute to the scene?
6. Perspective: Is there a realistic sense of perspective (depth) depicted?  How is space constructed?  Is the flatness (two-dimensionality) of the canvas acknowledged?
7. Lighting:  Is there a single light source?  Is modeling (shading) used to create volume and three-dimensionality?
8. What movement might this work be a part of and what were the goals or aims of that movement?  What historical events precede this work?  What impact might they have had on this work?
9. What other artists might have had an impact on this artist?  Why? (sometimes applicable)
10. Based upon what you see visually, what do you think is the purpose/meaning/message of this wor
At the end of this process, you should be able to formulate an argument concerning the original message, purpose and/or function of the work; in other words, what was the artist trying to communicate through this piece?

Not only must your thesis be supported with visual evidence (what you observe in and about your work), but also background information from class.

Outline:


I. Introduction:
a. 	Basic identifying information of object (title, artist (if known), date, material, oringial location (if known), culture
b. Thesis (purpose/meaning/function of object in its original context)


II. Ekphrasis: Detailed description of your object


III. Analysis:

a. Including any pertinent historical and/or cultural information to your visual observations (any outside source, i.e textbook, museum or ARTstor label, must be cited)
b. A comparison/contrast piece may be used to emphasize your thesis


IV. Conclusion: Restatement of thesis as well as any other interpretive suggestions about your object

[bookmark: _GoBack]Extensive outside research is discouraged as this is an exercise in developing skills in personal observation, critical analysis, and synthesis of course material. You may include information from museum labels, your textbook, your own class notes & ARTstor, but please do not go beyond those resources; Google finds & Wikipedia are not legitimate sources of information for this paper.

Papers must use proper citation standards (MLA or Chicago), include and image, and be 4-5 pages in length.

ALL INFORMATION NOT DRAWN FROM YOUR OWN OBSERVATIONS (i.e. taken from
lecture, the textbook, museum labels, etc.) MUST BE CITED. 

ANY & ALL PLAGARISM WILL RESULT IN A GRADE OF “0” ON THIS
ASSIGNMENT. Please refer to the Syllabus for the College’s policy on Academic Integrity for your reference.

Basic Formatting:

· Include an image of your object either at the end of your paper or attached as a .jpg. Note: Images do not count for page length.

· Title your paper with your own creative title

· Underline the specific title/name of your object of art in throughout your paper.

· Write in full paragraph form with proper grammar.

· Paper length must be 5-6 pages

· Font: Times New Roman, 12 pt.

· Double-spaced

· 1” margins all around

· All information taken from an approved outside source (textbook, ARTStor, etc.) must be cited IN THE BODY OF YOUR PAPER either in a parenthetical citation (MLA) or a footnote (Chicago).


· Include a “Works Cited” page at the end of your paper with the full bibliographical information all sources referenced (if applicable)

· Improper formatting will result in a lower grade.



